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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF IRAQ, SULAIMANI



Established in 2007, AUIS is an independent, not-for-profit 
university dedicated to excellence in learning, teaching 
and research. Its comprehensive liberal arts education 
develops leaders who make a difference in Iraq, Iraqi 
Kurdistan, and the wider region.  Reflecting Sulaimani’s 
location at an international crossroads, the University’s 
1,600 students and 240 faculty and staff include Kurds, 
Arabs, Turkmen, Sunni and Shi’a Muslims, Ezidis and 
Christians, who live and study together in a culture 
that fosters critical thinking, tolerance, and community 
involvement. Academic freedom is a principle guaranteed 
at AUIS in a manner identical to that found at regionally 
accredited colleges and universities in the United States. 



Message from 
the Chair of Board of 
Trustees 

Founded just ten years ago, AUIS is a remarkable success story of 
diversity, openness and education at its best. This is an occasion to 
honor our founder, Dr. Barham Salih, and our supporters who turned 
the dream of establishing Iraq’s first non-profit liberal arts university into 
a reality, and all those who continue to build on those foundations to 
strengthen our place in higher education in the region.

This milestone is an opportunity for us to showcase and celebrate our 
success, but also to reaffirm our commitment towards a brighter future 
for the University and the community it serves. In a region fraught with 
turmoil and violence, education is the hope of the future. It not only 
brings people together across identity differences, but also gives them 
the tools to imagine and work toward a more peaceful and positive 
future. I wish you all a very happy 10th anniversary, and look forward to 
continuing on our journey of educating the future leaders of the region.  
 

     Jill Derby
     Chair, AUIS Board of Trustees



Message from 
the President

In the short time since it was established AUIS has expanded and grown 
into one of the top universities in the country.  Its dedication to excellence 
in teaching, learning and research helps to develop not only competent 
professionals but responsible and informed young adults who possess 
critical thinking skills, good citizenship and a strong work ethic. In the 
last  ten years the University has nurtured and inspired exceptional 
students, equipping them with a broad-based liberal arts education and 
skills needed to succeed and lead in our dynamic and ever-changing 
region. 

This has not been an easy journey. Regional conflict and economic stress 
have severely tested our students, their families and our early sources 
of financial support. I am proud of the commitment and resourcefulness 
shown by our energetic students, outstanding staff and faculty, and 
distinguished Board members in coping with these challenges. On this 
occasion I wish you all a very enjoyable 10th anniversary and congratulate 
everyone who has contributed to AUIS’s many accomplishments over 
the past ten years.  It has been my privilege to work with you.

     Bruce Walker Ferguson
     President



Happy 10th Anniversary! 

I am proud and honored to celebrate this important milestone with you all. Ten 
years ago, we set out on an ambitious mission to establish Iraq’s first not-for-
profit, liberal arts university. Today, we celebrate the dedication, commitment and 
hard work of everyone who made this mission a success. Our tenth anniversary 
is a milestone in our brief but remarkable journey which has firmly placed us as 
one of the top universities in the country. 

Over these ten years, AUIS has expanded, offering new disciplines and an 
internationally accredited English language foundation program, building 
international partnerships, introducing research opportunities, and providing a 
beautiful campus with modern facilities. Today we have nearly 1,600 students 
from every part of Iraq and from other countries, and more than 650 alumni who 
flourish as professionals and graduate students in top schools and organizations, 
not only in their own country, but all over the world. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the AUIS students, staff, faculty, 
alumni and trustees for their selfless commitment and hard work as we celebrate 
our achievements over the last ten years. 

A very special thanks to the generous friends of AUIS, our longstanding 
supporters and donors, and our community in Sulaimani! Without your help and 
support, we could not have achieved this first milestone in our long journey. We 
hope you will continue to support us on our journey to provide the best higher 
education in the region.

Dr. Barham Salih 
Founder 

Message from 
the Founder



FOUNDING: 

In 2006, Dr. Barham Salih set out to 
establish a not-for-profit institution 
dedicated to providing a comprehensive 
liberal arts education for the benefit of 
Kurdistan, Iraq and the wider region. 
This new university would be designed 
to develop strength in critical thinking, 
the ability to communicate well, a 
strong work ethic, good citizenship and 
personal integrity.

With support from the Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG), the 
US Embassy in Baghdad and private 
sector companies, the founder, 
aided by a group of prominent and 
forward-thinking individuals, created 
an institution not only innovative in 
its teaching methodology, but also 
unique in its role as an establishment 
of learning that transcends sectarian 
divides and affiliations.

As a not-for-profit institution for public 
benefit, the American University of Iraq, 
Sulaimani (AUIS) has always been 

Former President of Iraq, Jalal Talabani, with 
former U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay 
Khalilzad, and AUIS Founder Dr. Barham 
Salih at groundbreaking ceremony

A not-for-profit institution 
dedicated to providing a 
comprehensive liberal arts 
education.



dependent on the contributions of individuals and 
organizations to offer high-quality education with 
a regional impact. AUIS owes much of its success 
to its early supporters, particularly its distinguished 
Board of Regents that included former President 
of Iraq Jalal Talabani, former Vice President of 
Iraq Adil Abdul-Mahdi, Prime Minister of Kurdistan 
Regional Government Nechirvan Barzani and 
former US Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad. 
Their efforts, together with key donations from 
the governments of the Kurdistan Region, United 
States, Italy and international and local companies, 
facilitated the institution’s rapid development.

Upon opening, AUIS was located on a smaller 
campus in the heart of the city and had one 
administrative building and a dozen movable 
classrooms. In 2011, the University moved to its new 
169-hectare (418 acres) campus. The new marble 
and glass campus, situated on a hill overlooking 
the city, was designed with AUIS’s long-term plan in 
mind and accommodates the continuous growth of 
the student body and the demand for wide-ranging 
educational opportunities.

The grounds include three academic buildings 
with lecture halls, classrooms, laboratories, a 
library, modern conference rooms, faculty and 
administration offices and a cafeteria; as well as 
two basketball courts, a soccer field and separate 
residence halls for male and female students.

Planting the first trees at the new 
campus



In 2011, AUIS received $30 million in capacity-building support from Afren 
Plc to continue developing the University’s overall infrastructure and, in 
particular, the engineering program. In late 2012, the international oil 
company Genel Energy donated $20 million to support the University’s 
general operating budget. In the fall of 2013, the University was able 
to complete an academic building that provides students and faculty 
members with high-quality lab facilities and equipment, funded by the 
Italian government.

The AUIS academic program aims to equip students with professional 
and critical thinking skills that will allow them to become leaders in 
their careers and communities. Through high standards of academic 
excellence, a renowned English language program, and a progressive 
curriculum and pedagogy, AUIS is training the region’s future leaders. 

AUIS enrolled its first students in the English Writing Program and Language 
Institute in 2007 that later developed into an internationally accredited 
Academic Preparatory Program (APP). The program prepares non-native 
English speaking high school graduates to enter the AUIS undergraduate 
program by teaching them academic English, critical thinking skills and 
study habits. All students at AUIS must either pass an English entrance 
exam or enroll in the APP before entering the undergraduate program, to 
ensure they have the necessary language skills to succeed in a rigorous 
academic environment. 

Expanding Infrastructure: 

AUIS has expanded and upgraded its buildings, 
labs, and facilities over the past decade.



2007 
New campus under construction

2009 
View of the campus in its early stages 

2008 
South west of the campus 
 

2009  
Facade of the Administration building 



2009 
The entrance of the Academic building

2012
New campus

2016 
View of the Academic building and student 
dorms

Present day



Developing Academic Programs:

Since opening, AUIS has expanded and improved 
its academic programs.

After graduating from English language 
training, all students at the University, 
regardless of their major, take multi-
disciplinary core courses in the 
humanities and sciences for their first 
two years of study, grounding their 
education in the liberal arts. These 
courses foster self-reliant thinking, 
creativity, familiarity with the great ideas 
of the human tradition and a broader 
knowledge of the world.

In addition to the Core curriculum, AUIS 
students select a major from one of five 
programs: Business Administration, 
Information Technology and International 
Studies, Engineering and English 
Literature. Students also have the option 
of choosing a minor. 

At AUIS, education is not only about 
what is taught but how it is taught. 
Courses teach academic skills that train 
students to think critically: discussion 
based lessons, reading, writing, and 
research. 

IT Capstone Exhibition  - 2016

A lecture hall 



This commitment to the liberal arts provides an alternative to the memorization 
and repetition style of teaching common in Iraq and the Middle East. AUIS has 
initiated partnership programs with several international universities, including 
American University of Beirut, Missouri State University, Stanford Law School, 
Universita Ca’Foscari Venezia, University of California, Los Angeles, and 
University of Colorado, Boulder, among others. 
 
The University has received recognition from the KRG’s Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research in 2011 and 2015 as the number one private 
university in Iraqi Kurdistan. In February 2017, the University was awarded full 
accreditation from Iraq’s Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. 
AUIS is the first private university in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq to receive such 
accreditation and worked for several years to meet the Ministry’s accreditation 
standards. 

Senior Day 2015



The Academic Preparatory Program is accredited by the Commission on 
English Language Program Accreditation (CEA) which granted APP a five-year 
accreditation, from April 2015 to April 2020. CEA is recognized by the U.S. 
Secretary of Education as a national accrediting agency for English language 
programs and institutions in the United States. The University also is working 
actively to gain full U.S. regional accreditation through New England Association 
of Schools and Colleges (NEASC). 

In addition to its undergraduate programs, the University also offers a Master 
of Business Administration that has been accredited by the Kurdistan Regional 
Government as a professional program. This program allows graduates 
and working professionals to specialize in leadership, finance and project 
management and thereby sharpen their strategic and leadership skills.



Increasing Enrollment and Diversity:

The student body has expanded to 1,600 students 
from all parts of Iraq.

In its second year, AUIS had enrolled 45 students from across Iraq, and by the 
end of the 2009-10 academic year, more than 500 students were enrolled in its 
undergraduate programs. That number now stands at 1,600 students. 

AUIS boasts a diverse student body in gender, ethnic and religious orientation. 
Thirty-five percent of AUIS students are female. Over the years as much as 20 
percent of the AUIS student body has been Iraqi Arab. The different communities 
of Iraq are on full display at AUIS: Sunni and Shi’a, Arab, Kurd and Turkmen, 
Yezidi, Christian and Zoroastrian. They set a compelling example to the rest 
of the country, and indeed to the rest of the world, on how men and women of 
different backgrounds and beliefs can coexist and collaborate.

The student body has expanded 
through generous sponsorships 
and scholarships from institutions 
and individual donors. In 
September 2012, AUIS received a 
large donation from the Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) that 
enabled it to create the 2013 KRG 
Academic Excellence Scholarship 
to support top students with full 
merit scholarships. That academic 



Virtual room sharing with Harvard University

year brought even more growth 
for AUIS as the Admissions Office 
enrolled the largest class to date 
that year, comprised of 350 talented 
students. A scholarship awarded 
by the U.S. Department of State 
allowed 20 students from central 
and southern Iraq to complete a 
fully funded undergraduate program 
from 2010 to 2016. The U.S. 
Embassy in Baghdad, and various 
individuals and private institutions 
based abroad and in Iraq and its 
the Kurdistan Region continue to 
contribute generous merit- and 
need-based scholarships as well as 
those for minorities to the University.
 
The University’s academic programs 
continue to attract high-achieving 
students from across the country. 
The average baccalaureate score 
for our student body is 82 percent, 
which is one of the highest for any 
private university in the country. 

Student presenting seminar 

AUIS students visiting the White House 



Improving Administration:

A reconstituted Board and administrative 
structure provides guidance and oversight of the 
management of the University

The University reconstituted its Board of Trustees in September 2012 to include 
leading experts on university governance and other distinguished personalities. 
The board provides prudent guidance to the University and is a self-perpetuating 
body that maintains oversight of the management and operations of the 
University. 

In August 2016, the Board of Trustees appointed Professor Bruce Walker 
Ferguson as the President of the University. The same year, the Board elected 
Dr. Jill Derby as the new Chair as AUIS Founder, Dr. Barham Salih, stepped 
down from the position he had held since 2007. 

Members of the Board of Trustees at AUIS 



Encouraging Student Activities: 

Our students learn not only in class, but benefit 
from a vibrant campus life

As the University expanded, a 
deep, American style co-curricular 
life has emerged on campus, with 
numerous student clubs, community 
service organizations, athletics 
teams, career-building programs 
and academic success workshops. 
The University supports men’s and 
women’s sports teams in basketball 
and soccer as well as student 
clubs and associations, focusing 
on activities such as reading, 
drama, social action, chess, IT, 
music, Model United Nations, and 
the environment, among others. 
In 2016, AUIS announced the 
establishment of the first Honor 
Society for International Relations 
(Sigma Iota Rho) in the region. 

AUIS is also home to the nation’s 
first and only independent student 
newspaper, the Voice, founded 
in 2011. AUIS students have 

AUIS students participating in the Hult Global 
Case Challenge in Washington DC - 2013

AUIS students participating in 
Microsoft Imagine Cup in Erbil - 2012



participated in various international 
competitions and conferences, such 
as the Hult Global Case Challenge, 
Microsoft Imagine Cup, and Iraqi 
Young Leaders Exchange Program. 
Students are recognized for sharing 
their time and talents with others 
by the Service Learning Program. 
During the fall 2016 semester 
students dedicated over 2,000 
hours of service. For the past two 
years, AUIS students have been 
organizing an “Alternative Spring 
Break,” volunteering to teach in 
refugee camps in Duhok in the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 

The University takes its obligation 
to develop leaders seriously and 
has partnered with international 
and local organizations, such as 
the United Nations Development 
Programme and the Iraq Foundation, 
to host leadership training programs 
on campus. The AUIS motto is 
“Learn today, lead tomorrow” and 
the University provides the space 
and support for student activities 
that encourage initiative, creativity, 
service to community and leadership.

Drama Club students participate in Kevin Spacy 
Foundation’s  theater performance in Sharjah - 2015

AUIS Oriental Music Club 

Chess Club tournament



Creating  Committed Graduates:  

Over 650 alumni flourish as professionals and 
graduate students in top schools and organizations 
in Iraq, United States and Europe.

The cadre of AUIS alumni are a distinct point of pride for the University. In 
June 2012, the University held its first commencement ceremony. Thirty-
seven students, including the University’s first cohort of 10 students, were 
awarded Bachelor degrees in Business Administration, Information Technology 
and International Studies. An additional 37 students received an executive 
degree in Master of Business Administration. AUIS hosted its second annual 
commencement ceremony in May 2013 before an audience of nearly 1,000 
family members, guests and friends. The Prime Minister of the Kurdistan 

Regional Government Nechirvan 
Barzani was a featured speaker. 
That year, 54 students received 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor 
of Science degrees in Business 
Administration, Information 
Technology and International 
Studies. Renowned American 
author and journalist Thomas 
Friedman called AUIS “Iraq’s 

Best Hope” in his feature for the New York Times after his visit to the University 
as commencement speaker in May 2014. 

AUIS now has over 650 alumni, most of them working all over Iraq and its 
Kurdistan Region. The AUIS education makes these young men and women 
highly desirable employees in international relief organizations, multinational 
corporations, and local companies and businesses.



AUIS graduates work primarily in the private sector, an exception in a region 
in which public sector employment still dominates career paths. According 
to a 2016 survey, more than 82 percent of AUIS’s undergraduate alumni are 
employed by the region’s top private companies or pursue advanced degrees 
at prestigious universities in the United States and Europe.
 
Alumni career success is supported by the AUIS Career Services Center, which 
has expanded its operations over the years to offer resume, cover letter, and 
interview training, and has established relationships with most companies 
operating in Iraq and its Kurdistan Region. The Center holds an annual career 
fair, established with the USAID Foras program in 2012, that is attended by 
dozens of leading corporations.

Commencement 2014



Promoting Research:  

AUIS promotes research in the region that can 
inform policy makers in the KRG, the government 
of Iraq, the region, the U.S. and the world.

In the early years of 2007-2010, AUIS housed the Twin Rivers Institute along 
with the Study of Ancient Mesopotamia, the Center for Regional Studies, 
and the Center for Peace and Security Studies. After the University’s highly 
anticipated move to its new campus, AUIS held its first international conference, 
“Liberty, Democracy, and New Realities in the Middle East and North Africa,” at 
which international experts and officials including Professor Larry Diamond of 
Stanford University and former United States Ambassador to Iraq Christopher 
Hill presented original research to an audience of AUIS students and faculty 
members as well as business leaders, civil society activists and government 
officials.

The fourth annual Sulaimani Forum -2016



By the beginning of 2013, the University 
had launched a new research and 
policy center, the Institute of Regional 
and International Studies (IRIS). IRIS 
continues the legacy of the Study of 
Ancient Mesopotamia, the Center for 
Regional Studies, and the Center for 
Peace and Security Studies and has 
become a leading hub for research, 
dialogue and expertise on topics such 
as energy studies, regional geopolitics, 
security, economic development and 
gender.

In March 2013, IRIS held its first annual 
Sulaimani Forum, which convened 
scholars, experts, practitioners 
and high-ranking policymakers 
from around the region and the 
world to discuss the “The Changing 
Geopolitics of the Middle East.” The 
Forum has since established itself as 
one of the region’s premier events, 
where the most difficult questions are 
constructively addressed in an open 
environment. 

Protecting the Past - conference organized in 
partnership with Oxford University and supported 
by the European Union Delegation in Iraq.  

Roundtable discussion held by the Institue of 
Regional and International Studies at AUIS



IRIS has subsequently held four successful forums, each year with a higher 
level of participation of local and international officials, journalists and experts.

For the rest of the year, IRIS has three main focuses: fieldwork and publications, 
its fellowship program, and workshops and roundtable events. Each generates 
research and debate on the main issues facing the country and wider region. 
Through its fellowship program, IRIS supports advanced academic research 
in the region by inviting international scholars, analysts and practitioners to 
conduct fieldwork, teach, and publish their findings. IRIS conducts research 
in partnership with universities and institutes abroad to inform sound policy on 
Iraq and the region, as well as with local companies, NGOs and organizations 
to enhance their work and impact. In 2015, IRIS launched the IRIS Iraq Report 
that provides regular reporting and analysis on Iraq’s most pressing issues.

Since 2014, AUIS has opened 
new Centers on Gender Studies, 
Archaeology and Cultural 
Heritage, Development and 
Natural Resources, as well as 
Informatics and Data Analytics. 
Working in tandem with the 
academic departments and 
IRIS, the centers promote 
research through international 
conferences, workshops, guest 
lectures, student projects and 
academic grants. 

AUIS and UNHCR co-host World 
Refugee Day event - 2015



The University distinguishes itself as 
an institution with a public mission. 
As such, it continually engages in 
activities for the betterment of the 
larger community. In the summer of 
2012, the University hosted two Youth 
Civic Camps, organized by the Iraq 
Foundation (IF), which brought over 
100 students from around the country 
to AUIS for a week of intensive civic 
training on building skills in leadership, 
volunteerism and civic duty. 

In April 2012, the University hosted 
the Kurdistan Careers Conference, 
an event that provided nearly 200 
students, graduates and professionals 
with opportunities to network with 
various local and foreign companies 
operating in the KRG. In the same 
year, the University offered a free 
one-week basketball camp for girls 
between the ages of 14 and 18, titled 
the Clinic of Champions, to increase 
access to athletics and leadership 
opportunities for young women in Iraq. 

Engaging with the Community:  

AUIS engages actively in initiatives for the 
betterment of the larger community. 

“Orange the World” campaign to raise 
awareness of  violence agianst 
women - 2015

Exhibitors at the annual AUIS career fair



The AUIS women’s basketball team 
also collaborated with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) in 
2016 to organize a sports tour at various 
refugee camps in northern Kurdistan 
to promote gender awareness, social 
cohesion, and youth empowerment. 
The same year, a group of dedicated 
AUIS students volunteered with the 
UNHCR to help organize the first 
“Refugees Got Talent” show at the 
Arbat Refugee Camp near Sulaimani. 

Since 2012, the Academic Preparatory 
Program has been hosting workshops 
and training programs every year for 
local high schools teachers at no cost 
to the attendees. In 2016, APP was 
awarded the Access Program by the 
U.S. Department of State, which will 
allow AUIS to offer free educational 
classes to local high school students 
for the next two years. 

AUIS women’s basketball team 

Alumni Homecoming

AUIS students cleaning up Dukan Lake -2016



The Professional Development Institute 
(PDI) at AUIS provides professionals and 
graduates as well as organizations and 
groups with courses and programs that 
include English language instruction and 
management and business training. PDI 
created a partnership with the Blind Union 
of Kurdistan (BUK) in December 2013 to 
provide English Language instruction for 
visually impaired students free of charge. 

AUIS strives to benefit not only the local 
community but the KRG and the region 
at large. It aims to provide the youth with 
access to opportunities as well as personal 
and intellectual growth, and professionals 
with a wide range of training conferences 
and courses. 

Master of Buisness Administration 
Class of  2015
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